Immunorecognition of chondrocytes in articular cartilage activated by synovial interleukin 1.
A polyclonal antiserum which recognizes surface epitopes on IL1-activated pig chondrocytes has been used to immunolocalize chondrocytes responding to IL1 produced during co-culture of pig synovium and articular cartilage. Activation of the chondrocytes by the cytokine was restricted to the articular and subarticular region of the cartilage adjacent to the synovium. Chondrocyte activation was also seen when human rheumatoid synovium was co-cultured with the cartilage. The presence of IL1 in some synovial cells was confirmed by immunolocalization using antisera specific for IL1 alpha and IL1 beta.